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Gen er al  Com m en t s 

 

Over-all candidates cont inued to show an impressive knowledge of the 

geography of Pakistan. 

 

There were very few rubric errors this year, and the majorit y of candidates 

correct ly answered quest ion one (compulsory)  and three other quest ions for a 

choice of seven. I n the opt ional sect ion (quest ions two to eight ) ;  quest ions two, 

three, four and six were the more popular. There was very lit t le evidence that  

candidates failed to complete the paper in the t ime allowed. 

 

A small number of candidates extended their answers beyond the spaces 

provided.  This needs to be clear ly indicated by the use of terms such as 

‘cont inued’ or, ‘see page…’ 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This is a sect ion composed of either quest ions requir ing one or two word answers 

or mult iple choice quest ions. The expectat ion is that  most  candidates will 

perform  well with this quest ion and be able to show a sound general knowledge 

of the geography of Pakistan. There appeared to be fewer errors this year, and a 

number of candidates were able to reach ten or eleven marks for this sect ion.  I n 

general, a majorit y demonst rated a very sound knowledge of Pakistan, 

part icular ly the names of a mountain pass between Pakistan and Afghanistan and 

that  of the new seaport  opened in 2007. The most  common error, as in the past , 

tended to be about  m ineral resources and relat ively few candidates knew that  

limestone is a major raw mater ial. Nam ing Pakistan’s main export  was also 

problemat ic for some candidates. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

This was a popular quest ion and was answered well by the major ity of 

candidates.  Candidates showed skill in accurately complet ing the rainfall graph 

for Lahore and were able to descr ibe how rainfall at  Karachi var ies throughout  

the year, using evidence from the table and graph to support  their answers. The 

majority of candidates were able to give some sound explanat ions of why Lahore 

receives so much rainfall in July and August , but  relat ively few developed their 

answers in enough detail to obtain all the four marks available. Details such as 

the source of moisture ( the Bay of Bengal)  and the direct ion that  the monsoon 

winds take would have st rengthened answers. I n sect ion b, candidates were 

asked to explain the effects that  f looding can have on the economy of Pakistan.  

I t  was important  that  the impact  on the economy, at  local, regional or nat ional 

level or all three was addressed in the answer and that  the focus was clear ly on 

Pakistan.   

 

There were a large number of very generic answers such as this ext ract ;  

‘Flooding has disadvantages because it  dest roys the buildings and homes which 

is a big loss for the fam ilies who cannot  afford this and deaths,…increase in death 

rate dur ing t imes of f looding.’ Such answers m ight  be improved by reference to 

an actual named flood and some indicat ion of the value of the losses.  

 

 

 



Qu est ion  3  

 

This was also a popular quest ion. The majorit y of candidates were able to name 

the tectonic plate on which most  of Pakistan is located, and define the 

earthquake related terms ‘epicent re’ and ‘focus’.  Most  candidates were able to 

explain why earthquakes occur in Pakistan, but  the answers frequent ly lacked 

the detail required to gain full marks. Surpr isingly few answers supplied the key 

factors. The following is an example of an excellent  answer:  

 

 ‘Whilst  most  of Pakistan is on the I ndian Plate, sizeable areas (Kashmir , for 

example)  are along the edge of the Eurasian Plate, the two plates are constant ly 

pushing against  each other in a converging boundary. The seism ic act iv ity in the 

region, responsible for the Himalayas, can result  in devastat ing earthquakes.’  

 

The majority of candidates were able to give very sound details of the effects 

that  earthquakes, such as the one in Kashmir  in 2005, have on the people 

affected. However most  of the answers tended to be generic rather than showing 

knowledge of Pakistan. This was also t rue of sect ion (b)  where candidates were 

asked to explain the causes of environmental pollut ion in Pakistan. Many of the 

answers tended to give several, descr ipt ive points such as ‘non- filtered smoke 

from indust r ies/ factories releases harmful gases into the atmosphere.’ Such 

answers can be improved by nam ing specific gases em it ted and locat ions in 

Pakistan and by increasing the depth of explanat ion. 

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

Quest ion 4 was also a popular quest ion and tended to be well answered by the 

majority of candidates. Candidates showed skill in accurately complet ing the 

populat ion graphs and interpret ing the pat terns shown by their completed Figure 

3(a) . Candidates were less secure when suggest ing reasons why the North-West  

Front ier Province has such a small urban populat ion. Explanat ions tended to be 

lim ited to reasons such as ‘there are less job opportunit ies in the urban regions.’ 

Very few considered or explained the impact  of physical factors such as climate 

or relief, or economic factors such as lack of investment  in infrast ructure in this 

region.  

 

I n sect ion (b)  candidates were asked to explain the differences between urban 

and rural life in Pakistan. They were advised that  ‘references to named areas will 

help your answer’. Most  candidates gave very sound, if somewhat  generic, 

descript ions of the differences between the areas and reached the m iddle level 

for this quest ion. Relat ively few provided detailed reasons for the differences the 

described or named specific areas despite being able to use informat ion from 

Figure 3 and the previous quest ion about  the NWFP.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

This was a slight ly less popular quest ion. Candidates once again showed 

considerable skill when complet ing the graphs showing literacy for selected 

provinces in Pakistan.  They were then asked to describe two other possible 

indicators of welfare. Many candidates simply named two indicators without  

giv ing any addit ional informat ion and therefore could not  be awarded full marks 

for this sect ion. They were then asked to suggest  reasons for this lack of literacy 

 



data for the Northern Areas (Gilgit ) . Many candidates t r ied to answer this 

quest ion by explaining the reasons for low levels of literacy rather than for the 

lack of data.  

 

I n sect ion (b)  candidates were required to explain the problems caused by class 

differences and social inequalit ies in Pakistan. Once again, answers tended to be 

generic rather than specifically focused on Pakistan, and many candidates 

described the differences in class or social groups in Pakistan rather than t ry ing 

to give reasons for these differences. The following ext ract  is typical of many 

descript ive answers which reached the m iddle mark band, but  which would have 

been improved by the inclusion of explanat ion and bet ter focus on the quest ion 

asked:  

 

 ‘The upper 20%  of upper class people has created this difference by showing 

others they are much bet ter than them. Due to this they don’t  socialise with 

other classes……. Because of class differences Pakistan is div ided into different  

parts and everybody is working for his own benefit . ’ 

 

Qu est ion  6  

 

The majority of candidates were able to complete the pie chart  using the data in 

Figure 5(b)  and descr ibe the dist r ibut ion of cot ton-growing areas shown in Figure 

5(a) . The abilit y to describe the agr icultural methods used in the growing of 

cot ton proved very variable. Some candidates were able to give highly detailed 

accounts of sowing, ir r igat ion methods, pest  cont rol and harvest ing, but  others 

appeared very confused about  the cult ivat ion of this highly important  crop. For 

example, one candidate wrote that :  

 

‘Cot ton can be grown in greenhouses where all the requirements for its 

development  are found. Cot ton plants must  be handled carefully or they will f ly 

away with the wind. Cot ton plants should get  the proper amount  of water, 

sunlight , air and soil. ’ 

 

Cent res are rem inded that  the specificat ion specifically asks candidates to be 

fam iliar with the methods of product ion of a number of crops.  

 

I n sect ion (c)  candidates were asked to explain the problems caused by irr igat ion 

in Pakistan. This part  of the quest ion produced some excellent  answers were 

candidates considered the loss of water by inefficient  methods, soil derogat ion 

due to water table variat ions and increased salinity and the impacts of water way 

pollut ion. Some candidates, however, described the problems with very lit t le 

explanat ion of the result ing impacts, and therefore rest r icted their answers to the 

m iddle mark band.    

 

 

Qu est ion  7  

 

 

This was a less popular quest ion in which the candidates were asked to describe 

the dist r ibut ion of the main rail network, based on a map. Many excellent  

answers were seen which included both the areas served by the network, 

comments about  the concent rat ion in specific areas and the lack of t rain lines to 

 



the more remote provinces.  Most  candidates were able to suggest  a number of 

reasons why Pakistan’s rail network is in need of improvement , with lack of 

investment  being the main cause given. I n the four mark answer sect ion, 

candidates were asked to describe the main factors, other than t ransport , 

influencing the locat ion of manufactur ing in Pakistan. This quest ion required 

more than a generic knowledge of manufacturing locat ion and needed to be 

focused on Pakistan to reach the higher m arking levels. Some candidates failed 

to read the quest ion correct ly and explained in detail why t ransport  is significant  

in the locat ion of manufacturing indust r ies. 

 

I n sect ion (b)  candidates were required to explain how craft  and cot tage 

indust r ies cont r ibute to the economy of Pakistan. Many candidates gave excellent  

descript ions of the im portance of named craft  and cot tage indust r ies and most  

were able to link the answers to either the local, regional or nat ional economy. 

The bet ter responses tended to include at  least  two of these economic scales as 

illust rated by this ext ract ;  ‘The goods produced domest ically are frequent ly 

exported, such as handmade rugs, which increases the GDP and Pakistan earns 

foreign exchange by export ing them. Hence the liv ing standards of the people in 

the rural areas where the rugs are made also increase.’   

 

 

Qu est ion  8  

 

This was one of the less popular quest ions but  tended to be well answered by the 

candidates who at tem pted this quest ion.  The majority of answers showed an 

excellent  knowledge of the main commodit ies being imported by Pakistan. Most  

candidates were able to explain why Pakistan has a t rade deficit ,  although some 

failed to develop their  answers beyond stat ing that  the value of exports is less 

than that  of im ports. 

 

I n sect ion (b)  candidates were asked to describe the possible future sources of 

energy in Pakistan. This quest ion again required specific rather than generic 

knowledge of sources of energy and candidates were expected to make reference 

to actual proposed or possible schemes in Pakistan or other specific factors. The 

following ext ract  indicates the type of response which reached the higher mark 

bands:  

 

 ‘Natural gas which is found in the Baluchistan plateau which can be used for 

many different  purposes like indust r ies and automobiles, can be developed in the 

future. Furthermore Pakistan has about  9.5 hours of sunlight  a day so there is 

the possibility of large scale solar energy product ion which would help indust r ial 

development .’ 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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